Sign our Transparency Pledge at www.lobbyeurope.org

Ask fellow European Affairs Professionals to Join SEAP

Fighting for more transparency in EU policy-making
Dear Member of the European Parliament,
On behalf of the Society of European Affairs Professionals (SEAP), we would like to ask you to join SEAP’s Transparency
Pledge, our commitment to open, tolerant and informed political debate and engagement.
About Transparency
SEAP has long advocated for increased transparency, participating in the public consultations leading to the approval of the
European Transparency Initiative. Likewise, SEAP has been a vocal proponent of the introduction of a mandatory transparency
register for interest representatives that encompasses the three main EU institutions. This is something we believe would not
only improve the confidence of EU citizens in the institutions, but also the professionalisation of the industry which needs to
pay increased attention to ethical standards and disclosure obligations. SEAP is addressing this letter to MEP’s to reiterate its
commitment and availability to work towards the improvement of lobbying transparency.
To that end, SEAP is campaigning with the recently launched Transparency Pledge, raising awareness for the fact that all
EU professionals that respect the EU Transparency Framework should be allowed to take part in policy debates. It is SEAP’s
conviction that democracy is best served by ensuring accessibility, openness, transparency and fairness as part of the policy
process. We sincerely hope it can aid in highlighting the importance of this subject for the broad community of EU
stakeholders and civil society. You can read more about our pledge in our policy brief on the subject (attached in this letter).
Earlier this year, the European Parliament’s Conference of Presidents has decided to move forward with negotiations on
establishing a mandatory transparency register, and with the first formal trilogue meeting on the subject scheduled to take
place next Monday, it is now an important moment for all EU stakeholders to be aware of the benefits of improving the EU
transparency framework. We hope to count with your support in working together to improve the current system. Act today by
signing our Pledge and join SEAP in our fight for more accountability, fairness, openness and transparency in the EU.
About SEAP
SEAP is the Society of European Affairs Professionals, the recognised organisation of all EU public affairs professionals
including those operating in trade associations, corporations, consultancies, not for profits and other representative bodies.
Created in 1997, SEAP has been working actively to promote the advancement of the EU affairs profession and its
professionalisation, advocating for values of integrity and transparency. It is our belief that EU affairs professionals play a key
role in the improvement of policy outcomes for all the EU citizens, and that the policy-making process should be as inclusive,
accessible, open and transparent as possible. Most recently in 2019, SEAP promoted the creation of platform named
LobbyEurope, to educate the broader public about the important role European affairs professionals play in policy-making.
Since its inception, SEAP has championed transparency by approving the first-ever Code of Conduct for EU affairs
professionals, which is regularly updated in order to reflect advancements in policy topics and regulatory changes.
Furthermore, SEAP has worked to ensure that all the 300+ individual members of our association are trained on our Code of
Conduct and on transparency matters, making sure all are committed to acting in a professional, truthful, responsible and
ethical manner when conducting their professional activities. Compliance with our Code of Conduct is enforced via an
independent complaints’ mechanism.
We remain at your entire disposal to discuss these subjects with you in person at your best convenience,
With best regards,
On behalf of the SEAP Board,

Wes Himes
President
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The Transparency Pledge
Policy Brief
The Transparency Pledge is raising awareness to the fact that all industries and companies should be
allowed to take part in the public policy process as long as they abide by the EU Transparency
Framework. Furthermore, it stresses the need for the development of an improved transparency
regulation in the EU

Why improving the EU transparency framework is important?
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Why are participatory rights important?

It provides policy makers with information
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Why silencing certain industry sectors is not the right solution?

•
•
•
•

What standards can be improved?

ACCOUNTABILITY

TRANSPARENCY

FAIRNESS

OPENNESS

"I BELIEVE ALL INTEREST GROUPS, REGISTERED ON THE EU TRANSPARENCY REGISTER, SHOULD BE
ALLOWED TO TAKE PART IN POLICY DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS WITH EACH OF THE EU INSTITUTIONS,
AND I SUPPORT CONTINUED TALKS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTER-INSTITUTIONAL
AGREEMENT ON A MANDATORY TRANSPARENCY REGISTER FOR LOBBYISTS.”
This means:
- Open debates that deliver good policies
institutions must remain OPEN
- No sector should be discriminated against
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